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ance to their condition during the later stages of the glacial
period.
Between these lowlands, lying parallel to and south of the
Great Terminal Moraine zone, there are large areas covered
with clays, probably deposited by waters from the melting
ice which were compelled to spread out owing to difficulty
in finding an outlet. The clay surface is slightly undulating,
and much subjected to the effects of gully formation. In
many districts the clays have been washed out by the water, _
and reformed as diluvial deposits, rich in mineral substances
and salts favourable to plant growth, making good soil and
so forming areas particularly suitable for agriculture.
Generally speaking, the effect of the practically horizontal
nature of the underlying rocks in the northern and central
portion of the East European Plain, combined with thev wide-
spread deposits of glacial material, has been to produce a
remarkable uniformity of surface soils over vast areas, par-
ticularly suitable for large-scale farming. On the other hand,
the cold, damp, poorly drained glacial soils have combined
with climatic factors to limit the variety of crops. Rye and
flax were for long the main cultivated crops.
(b]   REGIONS NOT COVERED BY THE ICE-SHEETS
The Loess Plains and Plateaux of South Russia
These are regions which lay outside the area of glacial
cover, but which have had their surfaces covered by loess
deposits of glacial origin. They occupy the broad valleys
of the south-flowing rivers and the elevations between them.
It is evident that the loess was formed at the same time as
the moraines, since humus layers found in the loess indicate
that soil-forming processes were at work during the inter-
glacial periods, and that there were two or three such periods.
Towards the north the loess becomes closely connected
with the clays and fluvio-glacial deposits described above.
East of a line joining the e elbow' of the river Don with the
watershed between the upper Don and the upper Dnieper,
the loess gives way to loessic clays.